
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO.92-124

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
ELKUS 4-H RANCH
HALF MOON BAY, SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, finds that:

1. University of California, hereinafter referred to as the
discharger, owns and operates the Elkus 4-H Ranch, an agri­
cultural extension facility. The ranch consists of a staff
residence and office, mobile home, barn, and temporary tent
facilities to house overnight ranch guests. Currently, the
facility is served by two onsite septic systems. The
existing systems are old and were installed under former
septic codes and both systems do not meet current minimum
stream setback requirements. The ranch is located
approximately three miles southeast of Half Moon Bay (figure
1). The Elkus 4-H Ranch property consists of two parcels
covering 627 acres adjacent to Purisima Creek (figure 2).
In addition to 4-H training, education and Agricultural
Extension programs, the ranch is also used for grazing of
sheep and horses.

2. The discharger plans to construct a ranch center, cabins and
restroom facilities. The new ranch center will provide
approximately 4,400 square feet of space. The discharger
has received a coastal development permit from the
California Coastal Commission. The permit was issued based
on a maximum use of 70 visitors per day. The discharger has
proposed a new onsite wastewater disposal system to replace
the existing septic systems. The proposed onsite wastewater
disposal system consist of standard septic tanks, a pump
station to pump septic tank effluent to a subsurface
recirculating pea gravel filter, a chlorine contact chamber,
one half-acre holding pond,and a spray disposal field.

4. The discharger has identified at least one property owner
down stream from the 4H Ranch that relies on the Purisima
Creek for drinking water supply. In order to eliminate
potential effluent runoff into Purisima Creek, the spray
disposal field maintains a minimum set back of 100 feet from
Purisima Creek. In addition, a surface containment berm






























